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iavc been in vain. It would, therefore, appear that it would have been
)etter if the appointment of the commission had been postponed, pending
he result of the case. The Transvaal especially is not at present in an
werflowing condition, and it is a pity that good money might have to be
hrown away in a wild goose chase. The terms of reference are such that
hey are likely to tax the legal acumen of Mr. Rubie in interpreting the
jxpression, "immediately before 'the outbreak of hostilities", [and deciding]
vho would be considered as coming within these limits. How would the
commissioners fix a date which, in their opinion, would be immediately
Before the outbreak of war ? However, it is no use now discusing the various
listinctions, often invidious, that are likely to arise in the course of the
nvestigation. The ball has been set rolling, and we now await with con-
dderable curiosity the proceedings of the commission.

Indian Opinion, 4-2-1904

97. BRITISH INDIANS IN AUSTRALIA
We draw the attention of our readers to a report of the work being
lone by Mr. Charles Francis Sievwright, the European Commissioner
3f the British Empire League of Australia, published in the Advocate of
India at Bombay. We believe Mr. Sievwright is doing good work, and
we wish him every success in his mission. The fact that Mr. Sievwright
lias taken up such a position shows that, even in Australia, where the other
day shipwrecked men were prevented from landing because of the colour
of their skin, there are Europeans who arc heartily ashamed of the Colour
legislation and the attitude of the masses on the question. We appeal to
the Colonists in South Africa whether they would not read the signs of
the times, and whether, as Imperialists, they would not consider it worth
while to take note of the feelings of the millions in India on the question.
If they continue to outrage the sentiments of the Indian peoples by im-
posing most galling disabilitites on them, should they choose to travel
or settle in South Africa, a permanent estrangement between India and
the Colonies is merely a question of time, and, however insignificant India
may appear in the estimation of the Colonies at the present moment, a
time must shortly come when they will have to recognise the mistake;
only it may then be too late. A policy of give and take is the only prac-
tical policy. The Colonists, of all the men in the world, are supposed to
have more than an ordinary measure of practical common sense. If they
would only apply it to this question, they would see that it is nothing
but wisdom to give if only a little in return for what they take.
Mr. Sievwright has drawn up a manifesto which, too, we publish
in another column. He has made an appeal for funds. This is a delicate
matter. We think that every moral support should be extended to the
mission, but as the problem in Australia is not necessarily the same as in
South Africa, it is impossible to divide the funds. Each community must